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Make the most of
your vacations!

We find ourselves approaching the culmination
of another academic year. With exams just days away
and the promise of a well-deserved vacation, this is a
crucial time for our students.

Examinations extend far beyond the marks
achieved. They serve as a platform for our students
to showcase their knowledge and understanding.
These assessments play a crucial role in preparing our
students for the challenges in their
life ahead, instilling in them resilience
and perseverance.

As we eagerly anticipate the
onset of summer vacation, let us
not forget that it is the best time for
developing our creativity and critical
thinking. | encourage our students to
explore their passions and interests,
either through joining short-term hobby courses that
nurture life skills. Read a lot of books. Also, find time
to travel and bond with your family.

It is equally essential that we prioritise self-care.
Physical exercise, adequate sleep and a balanced diet
are crucial components of a healthy routine.

Before | conclude, | wish each of you a Happy Gudi
Padwal
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The Gholam siblings among the Top 100 _
winners of Internationa

Kavya Gholam and Bhagya
Gholam of PTVEMS (Secondary)
won bronze medals at the 13th
Silent Knight Karate Cup 2024,
which took place in Malaysia from
March 8 to 10. It saw participation
of 700 representatives from 25
nations. School Headboy, Anurag
Chapekar, and Headgirl, Sannidhi
Nair interviewed Kavya and
Bhagya. Kavya and Bhagya shared
their experience of playing the
international competition, how they
trained for it, their feelings of making
India proud, and much more.

To read the full interview,
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a teacher from the Primary
Section of PTV Gigd

among the top 100 &
winners of the International
Teachers’ Olympiad 2023.

She has been awarded a
certificate and cash prize of
$10,000/-. This recognition serves
as a testament to her dedication,
hard work, and innovative
teaching methodologies, which
have significantly enriched the
educational landscape.
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PTVA’'s EMS, Andheri
introduced Sanskrit language
to the students of Std. VII
with a beginner’s course - Fun
with Sanskrit. This course was
curated by Sanskrit teacher Dr
Shreehari Gokarnakar. PTVA
Vice-President Shri. Vinay Jog
and Chief Coordinator Mrs
Janhavi Khandekar inaugurated
the programme in April 2023.
This introductory module of
the course included interesting
topics like self-introduction in

Sanskrit, Sanskrlt alphabet and
Rhymes, Sambhashan (Sanskrit
Conversation), Games, Songs,

and Stotra
The culmination of
this course was arranged

on January 20 and PTVA
Director Shri Pramod Lele
graced the occasion. The
vibrant programme put up
by the students was highly
appreciated by the guests
which also included parents
in attendance. Students
showcased their story-telling,
communication, singing, and
dance skills. The anchoring
too, was done in Sanskrit by
the students.
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New Beginning

Each year we embark upon newer standards by
pushing the finish line further as we go along. Each
passing day teaches us that perfection is a moving
target. We need to focus on the goal to the point
of perfection. Being ready for any eventuality and
venturing out into the deep, while striving for the
ultimate best. And this is where education plays an
important role in enabling a person to face real life
situations with adequate knowledge.

Looking within, we will discover
our weaknesses and strengths. Self-
awareness will help us to consciously
improve ourselves and set us on the path
of what the world needs most - good
human beings - because our journey in life
is not just about achievements but also
about how we treat others. Compassion
and kindness must be shown towards all

for it is rightly said that in helping others
we help ourselves, for whatever good we
contribute to society completes the circle
and comes back to us. So dear students,
let us strive not only towards academic
excellence but also inculcating kindness,
trustworthiness, responsibility, optimism
and self-control within us.

Personal growth is an essential

component of life. Growth is the very
essence of life. It encourages us to aim
higher, dream bigger and strive for
perfection in various areas. The readiness
to take up a new responsibility at work or
the ability to understand a friend all stem
from personal growth and the willingness
to step out of one’s comfort zone. Self-
growth can be one of the most beautiful
and life changing moments.

Students, as you begin with a
new academic year, forget all the
negativities and failures of the past and
look forward to a new beginning - new
hopes, new aspirations, new dreams, new
achievements - and take a firm decision
to work hard with all possible efforts to
make them come true.

- Ms Florin Almeida, Assistant
Primary Teacher at PTV (ICSE)

Zee Saregamapa
Little Champs...

Iam pleased to inform you that | have achieved
the second position in the esteemed Zee Marathi
singing show "Zee Saregamapa Little Champs"
judged by Padmashree Suresh Wadkar. Along with a
cash prize and several gift vouchers, | have received
three offers for albums and playback singing.

My journey began in mid-july
2023 when | was selected in the [
mega auditions. The show followed
a Gurukul culture theme which
required me to stay away from
home for several months. While |
my parents and friends played an L
essential role in supporting me throughout the
competition, my school also played a vital role
in providing assistance in various aspects. They
graciously granted me concession from attending
school and offered unwavering support.

I am immensely grateful for the way in
which my achievements were celebrated.
Our Headmistress Mrs Smita Biwalkar
personally extended her congratulations in a
special felicitation function organised for me.
-Shravani Wagle (Std. IX C), PTVEMS

Grade 8 students at PTV
(ICSE) underwent a Subject
Selection Orientation on
January 18. This session,
led by Principal Dr (Mrs)
Arnavaz Bhagat, highlighted
the importance of {4

transitioning from grade 8
to grade 9 in the ICSE board
examination. The focus is
on a more specialised and
in-depth study of individual [I'&
subjects, necessitating
the development of effective study habits, time
management skills, and a proactive approach to
learning. Dr Bhagat guided students and parents
through the available subjects, emphasising how their
selections would impact overall development. Beyond
preparing for upcoming board examinations, the subject
orientation instills a sense of academic responsibility
and self-directed learning, essential for the students'
educational journey.

Buddmg athletes...

PTVEMS (Secondary) students brought laurels to their
school at the 50th Artistic Gymnastics District Gymnastics
Championship organised by the Brihan Mumbai Jilha
Gymnastics Sanghatana on March 8 at Prabodhankar
Thackeray Krida Sankul.

In the Boys U10 category, Shaurya Lad (Std.V D) clinched
the gold medal in the Vaulting Table and silver medal in the
Floor Exercise. He also emerged as the gold medalist in the
All Rounder Champion category. Aaradhya Shelar (Std. V D)
won silver medal in the Vaulting Table event.

The school’s team comprising Shaurya Lad (Std. V D),
Aaradhya Shelar (Std. V D), Neeraj Raut (Std. V A), and Rudra
Sagvekar (Std.IV A) was awarded with a trophy for securing the
second position in the Overall Team Championship category.

At the Shri Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Paramparik
Krida Mahakumbh held on February 7, the following
students of PTV (ICSE) brought laurels to the school in
Rope Skipping at the District Level: U12 Boys: Ayush Zote
(Std. VII A) - First, Nishant Gujaran (Std. V C) - Second,
Abdul Rauf Shaikh (VI C) - Second

U12 Girls: Ayesha Shaikh (Std. Il C) - First, Hiva Satra

(Std. VI C) - Second, Drushti Dabhi (Std. Ill B) -
Zeenat Shaikh (Std. VI C) - Third
U14 Boys: Dishank Shah (Std. VIl D) - Third
U14 Girls: Aarvi Sankhe (Std. VII A) - Second
U17 Boys: Aayush Satavase (Std. VIl A) - Second
U17 Girls: Sanavi Joglekar (Std. VII C) - First, Drishyaa
Satra (Std. VII D) - Third

Third,

PTVEMS (Secondary) students dazzle

PTVEMS (Secondary)
students excelled at different
competitions at Marol Athletics
MASA event on February 19. The
event was held at Holy Family
School Ground, Chakala.

In the U16 Boys category,
Parth Talkokul (Std. IX B) secured
a gold medal in the 200m race,
silver medals in relay, 80m and
50m races.

In the U16 Girls category, Urvi
Parab (Std. IX D) bagged bronze
medals in 200m and 50m races,
and silver medals in 80m race
and relay event. Siya Devrukhkar
(Std. IX C) earned silver medals

in relay, 200m and 50m races, a
bronze medal in the 80m race,

and gold medal in Shot-put event.
Shivangi Pai (Std. VIl A) clinched a

at Mqrol Athletlcs MASA event
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gold medal in the 200m race and
relay, and a bronze medal in the
80m race.

In the U16 Girls' relay race,
Team A, comprising Devika Jadhav,
Urvi Parab, Siya Devrukhkar and
Sai Khopkar, secured a silver
medal in the 4x100m relay event.
Meanwhile, Team B, consisting of
Mugdha More, Arya Tawde, Swara
Shinde, and Shivangi Pai,emerged
victorious and won a gold medal.
In the U16 Boys' relay race, Team A,
consisting of Parth Talkokul, Arav
Ghosalkar, Vignesh Chalke and
Varad Jondhale, earned a silver
medal in the same event.

\7

Pratyush Mone (Std. VII)
of PTV (ICSE) showcased
exemplary talent and skill
by clinching one gold and
a bronze medal in the
musical forms and point
5 kickboxing categories
respectively, at the State
level Championship
organised by the esteemed
WAKO India Kickboxing
Federation Club in Baramati,
Pune.
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BNHS conducts workshop on

Thank you PTVEMS

I want to express my
heartfelt gratitude to my
school for all it has done
for me. | am a medalist at
the national level in artistic
gymnastics, and without the
school's support, it would
not have been possible.

The competition season
for my sport begins in
September and October
when we have our school
and other competitive exams.
I recall when | was in third
stand, my NELTAS exam and
a gymnastics’ meet clashed.
Still, the school allowed me
to appear for the exam at my
convenience. There have been
many such clashes, but my
school has been supportive.

Gymnastics is a sport
that demands a lot of time.
My coach told me | needed
to practise twice daily when

| was in IX standard. For this,
I needed permission from the
school. With no hesitation our
Headmistress granted me the
required concessions. So, for
the past two years, | have
attended school every day
after the first recess.
Managing academics
and sports is challenging.
Therefore, time management
is crucial. At times, | have
failed to manage my time. But

my teachers never pressured
me into any submissions; they
would encourage me to focus
on my sport.Our PT teachers
have greatly helped me.

Throughout my school
years, | never attended tuition
or coaching classes because |
have always felt that paying
attention to whatever is
taught is enough. Because of
the friendly environment in
school, it has always felt like
a family to me.

The day | first stepped
into this premises remains
etched in my mind. All these
wonderful experiences have
made school feel like a second
home to me. And now that
the time has come to leave it
behind, | promise to carry it
in my heart forever.

- Anoushka Patil (Std. X
C), PTVEMS

13 students of Std. VIl from

PTVA’s EMS, Andheri, excelled in the
Elementary Drawing Examination
conducted in September 2023. The
result was announced in February
2024. Three students, Pratham
Gurav, Anushri Shinde, and Maitreya
Koranne bagged the much coveted
‘A’ grade certificates, four students
achieved ‘B’ grades and six students
achieved ‘C’ grades. These students
were given in-house coaching by the
Art Teacher Mrs Ashwini Naravane.
The certificates were distributed to
the achievers at the hands of the
Principal Mrs. Mrinalini Mhetre.
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regarding the creation of organic
colours derived from fruits, lowers and
vegetables. The workshop aimed to
guide the students in making informed
decisions by encouraging them to

opt for safe and environmentally
friendly natural colours, as opposed to
chemical-based alternatives.

On March 14, a workshop was
organised at PTVEMS (Secondary)
under the auspices of the esteemed
Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS)
on the production of natural colours
for the celebration of Holi. The primary
objective of this workshop was to
impart knowledge to the students

At the Maharashtra State Inter School Karate Champlonshlp atotal 100 athletes
participated from Mumbai Suburb District. Six players from PTV (ICSE) won gold,
silver and bronze medals for their excellent performance and are selected to play at
the International Karate Tournament to be held in Nepal in the month of May 2024.

Winners: Hridan Kerkar (Std. Il A) - Gold, Aaradhya Neman (Std. 11l B) - Silver,
and Sparsh Shinde (Std. Il B), Spruha Shinde (Std. Il B), Varman Gada (Std. Il A), and
Samihan Mehendale (Std. Il B) - Bronze.

Celebrutlng National Science Day

PTVA's EMS, Andheri

PTVEMS (Secondary) and PTVA’s EMS,
Andheri celebrated National Science
Day in their schools on February 27 to
commemorate the immense contributions
of Sir. CV Raman, a revered scientist who
won the Nobel Prize in Physics for his work
on light scattering. The theme for Science
Day 2024 'Indigenous Technology for Vikasit
Bharat', focused on indigenous innovations.

Mrs Smruti Mogrey, teacher at PTVEMS
(Secondary), delivered a speech emphasising
the importance of nurturing a scientific
temper and embracing a rational and scientific
approach. The Science Club organised a guest

Unleash Your

PTVEMS (Secondary)

lecture on February 29 on Dental Hygiene
and Care. Dr Ajinkya Deorukhkar, the school’s
alumnus and the guest speaker, shared
insights on making a career in dentistry,
recent advances, brushing techniques and
oral hygiene maintenance. The session
was interactive with students engaging in
discussions and asking questions. The Science
Club members also presented the work of
unsung Indian Scientists through a PowerPoint
presentation.

In alignment with this year’s theme, PTVA's
EMS, Andheri organised age-appropriate
Science Experiment Demonstrations for the

Inner Poet

-

Students of Grades 6 and
7 of PTV (ICSE) were engaged
in a captivating Book Club
activity centred around self-
composed poetry. The students
were encouraged to write on
themes like "Nature's Wonders"
or "Dreams and Imagination."
Through guided discussions,
writing sessions, and sharing
circles, students embarked on
a poetic journey, honing their
literary skills while expressing
personal insights and emotions
in a supportive, collaborative
setting.

students. It aimed to popularise the importance
of Science, Technology, Mathematics, and
Engineering (STEM) and enhance innovative
approaches through hands-on experiments.
The Sci-Phy team of Sathaye College students
under the guidance of Asst. Professor Mrs
Sukruta Pethe conducted a series of wonderful
science experiments related to the Centre
of Mass, Stress-related experiments, Optics
related experiments, etc. Students of the lower
grades too performed simple yet interesting
experiments like walking water and tooth-
pick star (capillary action), static electricity,
and the like.



Acknowledging Women on this

PTVEMS (Primary)
celebrated International
Women's Day on March 11.It's a
day which is celebrated around
the globe with lots of love and
happiness. It's an occasion
where we show how much
women and their existence
mean to us. Women are not just
'child - bearers ', women have
their own identity. Morever,
each woman is amazing,
regardless of where she works.

International Women’s Day

at PTVEMS (Primary) gave
information on the importance
of the Day. Ananya Dhareshivkar
(Std. Il B), Prapti Kubal (Std. 111
A), and Krudaya Kadam (Std. Il
A) were dressed up like Mother
Teresa, Jhansi Ki Rani and Kiran
Bedi respectively. They shared
the message to respect and
appreciate the women in our
lives every day and inspire them
for greater future achievements.

-Mrs Saira Periera, Class

In the Girls U10 group, Swati

Ms Sweni Barbose, teacher

Teacher of Std. Il D, PTVEMS

Mohite (Std. IV C), a student of
PTVEMS (Primary) won gold
medals in Vaulting Table and

Sanavi Desai Shivangi Pal

Sanavi Desai (Std. VII A) and
Shivangi Pai (Std. VIl A), of PTVEMS
(Secondary) have been selected
for the national level Mallakhamb
competition to be held at Haryana
from March 27 to 30.

= The students of PTVEMS (Primary),
@4 Anvay Hase (Std. Il A), Avaneesh Gokhale
(Std. Il B), Ananya Dhareshivkar (Std. Il B),
¥ Keyaan Jethwa (Std. Il B), Spandan Maskar
| (Std. Il C), Tejasvi Oke (Std. Il D), Anaya
Pawar (Std. Il C), Vishwesh Raul (Std. Ill A),
Kiyansh Chittal (Std. Il B), Sangha Gangurde
(Std. IV A), Lucas Kinny (Std. IV B), and
Shaurya Wategaonkar (Std. IV C) earned
gold medals and participation certificates
at the International Maths Olympiad
(IMO) conducted by the Science Olympiad
Foundation (SOF).

Uneven Bar, silver medal in
All Rounder category, bronze
medal in Floor Exercise, and
first place in the overall team
championship segment at the
50th Artistic Gymnastics District
Championship 2023-24 on March
8 at Prabodhankar Thakare
Krida Sankul, Vile Parle. It was
organised by the Bruhanmumbai
Jilha Gymnastics Sanghtana
Affiliated to Maharashtra
Amateur Gymnastics Association.

Importance of International Forest Day

International Forest Day is
celebrated every year on March
21 to raise awareness about
the importance of forests and
trees in our lives. Forests play
a crucial role in sustaining life
on earth by providing clean air,
water and habitat for various
species. They also contribute to
climate regulation and support
the livelihoods of millions of
people around the world.

Forests are home to a
diverse range of plants, animals
and micro-organisms, making
them essential for biodiversity
conservation. They absorb carbon
dioxide from the atmosphere and
help mitigate climate change.
Moreover, forests provide

numerous ecosystem services,
such as soil stabilisation, erosion
control and pollination which are
vital for agricultural productivity
and human well-being.

To protect and sustainably
manage our forests, it is crucial to

promote conservation efforts and
responsible forest management
practices. This includes combating
deforestation, promoting
reforestation and afforestation
initiatives and supporting
indigenous communities and
local stakeholders in their efforts
to conserve and manage forest
resources.

International Forest Day
serves as a reminder of the critical
role that forests play in sustaining
life on earth. By raising awareness
and taking collective action to
protect and conserve our forests,
we can ensure a sustainable
future for generations to come.

- Varuni Patel (Std. IV A),
PTVEMS

Joy of Giving

The joy of giving is a beacon of kindness that radiates from the
hearts of students. As they collected clothes, books, and stationery in
the week dated February 1to 8, their enthusiasm had no bounds. With
a sense of responsibility towards society, these generous offerings
were handed over to the NGO R Society R Responsibility. Through
the dedicated efforts of local social worker Vaishali Ahire and Ms
Jyoti, these items were distributed to the Filter Pada Anganwadis
and slums, bringing smiles and hope to those in need.

PTVA's EMS, Andheri

PTVEMS (Primary)

PTVEMS (Secondary)




PTVEMS (Primary)
celebrated its Annual Sports
Day on February 11. Shri Ganesh
Devrukhkar, the Dronacharya
Awardee and an alumnus of
PTVEMS, graced the function as
the chief guest. Shri Vinay Jog,
Hon. Vice President, PTVA, Mrs
Kalpana Kalekar, Headmistress,

PTVEMS (Primary), teaching and
non-teaching staff, students and
parents were present to witness
the grand event.

The proceedings began with
a glorious and well-synchronised
March Past, leaving the audience
speechless. Shri Jog hoisted
the school flag, followed by the

school’s PT teacher, Mrs Agnes
Shastri, requesting a declaration
of the Meet Open.

There were vivid field
displays by energetic Arm Sports
participants and track events for
the qualified finalists. Parents,
teaching and non-teaching staff
also enthusiastically participated

in the events held for them. In
the end, Shri Devrukhkar gave
an inspiring speech and the
programme culminated with a
prize distribution ceremony.

- Mrs Anupama Shrivastava,
Class Teacher of Std. IV C,
PTVEMS

Atharva Ankolekar, an ex-
student of PTVEMS was named

the Captain of the Mumbai team
for the Under-23 Col. C.K. Nayudu
Trophy 2023-2024.

PTVA's EMS, Andheri, promotes Actmtv -Based Learning

Act|V|ty Based Learning
(ABL) is, most simply, creating
tasks, situations, activities, and
other instructional ways to guide
children to acquire, understand,
and apply new information
and skills that will help them in
their studies and their lives. ABL
expects learners not just to think
but to do and to feel (i.e., to have
emotions). Research states that
children learn better when they
learn with all five senses, they can
handle and apply their lessons,
and they are motivated with a
clear sense of purpose.

PTVA’s EMS, Andheri in
association with the Manashakti
Kendra, Lonawale, organised a
day-long activity-based learning

programme for the students on
February 7 which included prayers,
story-telling, craft and drawing
lessons, science experiments, yoga,
and a presentation by dentist Dr
Manjusha Shevale.

Mrs Pallavi Sahastrabuddhe

of the Pranic Centre, Mumbai
conducted Super Brain Yoga
sessions for the students on January
19 and 20 which demonstrated
simple, tried, and tested techniques
to activate the left and right brain
and attain the left-right equilibrium.
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Rlnglng in a grand Annual Sports Day

Neevan Naik
~The Budding
Naturalist

Nevaan Naik (Std.
I1), a student of PTVEMS
(Primary) was associated
with International Wildlife
Project led by Dr Mahesh
Sanzgiri since
January 2023.
As a part of the
project, he has
been involved
in various
activities
such as visiting wildlife
sanctuaries, bird counting,
forest cleanup, participating
in exhibitions, online
and offline conferences/
gatherings/webinars and
preparing reports thereof.

His online presentation
on "Sparrow" held in February
2023 by the International
Rewild Institute, Europe,
won him the first prize for
the best presentation in
Group | category. His poster
of "Butterfly" submitted
during "Butterfly Festival" at
"Maharashtra Nature Park
(Mahim)" arranged by Vivan
Unearthed Foundation in
April 2023, was selected as
best Poster among Primary
School submission and put on
"Facebook of Vivan Unearthed
Foundation." He received a
certificate of participation
for participating in cleanup
of Mumbai's Sanjay Gandhi
National Park's core area by
BNHS on March 3,2024

PTVEMS [Prlmury] celebrates Shivaji Jayanti with fervour

On February 16, PTVEMS (Primary)
observed Shivaji Jayanti. The students
were dressed up in traditional outfits
- boys as Mavlas and girls in Nauvari
sarees. PTVA Co-ordinator Mrs Janhavi
Khandekar graced the function. The
school's Headmistress and Supervisor
paid a floral tribute to the portrait of
Shivaji Maharaj.

The programme started with a speech
by teacher Mrs Manashri Kashalkar,
enlightening the students about the great
warrior Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. Later,
prizes were presented to the winners of

Singing and Mono-acting competitions,
which were organised on the occasion

of Shlvajl Jayanti. Vedant Phadke (1 C)
mesmerised the students with his award-

winning acting and performance by
depicting an incident in Shivaji's life. Then,
the school choir enthralled the audience
with an energetic Ballad song praising the
great work of Shivaji. The dance-drama was
then presented by the students of Grade 4,
who showcased the life of Shivaji Maharaj.
Lathi display by Swara Salunkhe Patil (IV C)
was eye-pleasing. The chants of 'Har Har
Mahadeo', 'Jai Bhavani; Jai Shivaji', and Jai
Jijau' during Lezim made the atmosphere
electric.

-Manashri Kashalkar, Class Teacher of
Std. IV D, PTVEMS
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The Pursuit of Happiness

International Day of
Happiness was celebrated
on March 20, 2024. No no,
it's not because it was the
last day of our final exams,
but because the United
Nations declared it in 2012,
recognising the importance
of happiness.

According to the recent
World Happiness Index, the top
three happiest countries are
Finland, Denmark, and Iceland.
These countries score high on
equality, freedom, trust, and
love for nature. India has made
progress in the happiness

126th. 1 am confident that with
contributions from all of us,
our country will one day reach
the top of the happiness rank.

Happiness index looks at
things like how much money
people have, how healthy they
are, and how much freedom
they have to make choices
in their lives. It also looks at
how people feel about their
communities and how much
they trust others. By looking
at all these things together, we
can see which countries have
the happiest people.

On the occasion of

Happiness, | want to
share my experience
of true happiness.
Can you guess what
could have given
me true happiness?
Birthday gifts,
books, my favourite
food, a holiday trip?
Surprisingly, none of
these. My true happiness came
from the joy of giving.Recently,
I had the opportunity to collect
donations for an NGO that
works for underprivileged
people. When they approached
me, | gladly accepted and was

piggy bank) by
them. My parents
explained that my
efforts in collecting
money for this NGO
would help people
in many ways, which
made me feel strong
and responsible.

I visited 41
houses, explaining the purpose
of the Gullak and the work
done by the NGO. Everyone
supported by contributing to
the Gullak, and | had a lot of
fun. When | handed over my
Gullak filled with money, the

index, currently ranking

International Day of

given a Gullak (like a little

NGO team thanked me and

took my photo too. It was
such a proud moment for me.
That's when | realised: giving
happiness equals getting
happiness.

As we celebrate
International Day of
Happiness, let's remember
that happiness comes from
being kind and caring to
others. We all have the ability
to make ourselves happy and
spread good feelings to those
we meet. Find what makes you
happy and enjoy every day
with joy and gratitude.

- William Passanha (Std.
V A), PTV (ICSE)

The Elixir of Life

A long line of women waits in the baking sun
Throats parched, an earthen pot at the hip
Waiting for water, shuffling ahead, one by one.

A droplet echoes in the calm- plip!
From the leaky tap, ignored day by day
No one cares, for it's just a drip.

Wondering if it might finally rain today,
A farmer peers up at the sky
But no cloud is in sight, to his great dismay.

For a simple jug of water, hundreds sit by,
Yet we let it slip, carelessly, from our grasp
That many can only hope for, with a sigh.

Deified, yet besmirched,

Priceless, yet squandered away...

If we do noy take a step now,

What Earth will our descendants inherit?

- A cracked, parched world,

Where, amidst the steel contraptions

No plant sprouts, stream gurgles, or bird sings.
A doomed legacy.

We want not a world where people beg for water
with their dying rasp,

Not letting it slip from their grasp

But one where the elixir of life is plentiful.

- Avanti Vete (Std. X), PTV (ICSE)
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Tropism

Imagine yourself as a minuscule
seed buried deep within the earth.
Darkness and limited space surround
you, but escape is paramount. This
is where a fascinating phenomenon
called tropism comes into play. It
acts as a secret weapon for
plants, allowing them to
perceive stimuli beyond their
immediate vicinity.

Consider chemotaxis, a
remarkable ability akin to a
detective with an exceptional
sense of smell. Roots utilise
this skill to detect water and
essential nutrients within the soil,
subsequently growing in their direction.

Furthermore, plants possess an
internal compass. Phototropism enables
them to sense the warmth of the sun.
Their stems exhibit a bending motion,
growing upwards in a manner similar
to how we might reach for a delicious

treat. This explains why all the plants
on your windowsill lean in one direction
- they're essentially performing
a specialised plant movement to
maximise sunlight absorption.

However, the wonders of tropism
extend further. Plants can even
perceive the pull of gravity,
a phenomenon known as
gravitropism. Roots grow
downward in response to
Earth's gravitational force,
while stems grow upwards in
an attempt to escape it and
reach towards the sky.

Therefore, the next time you
witness a sunflower's head turning
towards the sun or a beanstalk's
impressive climb, remember that these
marvels are orchestrated by tropism,
the hidden power within plants.

- Shaurya Saple (Std. V B), PTV
(ICSE)
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- Aryaa Deshmukh (Std.
IX B), PTVEMS

Ninad Mahadik, IV D, PTVEMS




